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The message was received from the former Hon’ble President of India Dr. Zakir Hossain
on 05/05/1967.



Professor Dr. Somnath Ghosh UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL

MSc., Ph.D
Web site: hitp:/fwww.nbu.ac.in
Vice-Chancellor E-Mail; nbuve@nbu.ac.in
University of North Bengal

ENLIGHTENMENT TO PESFECTION

30" September, 2015,

MESSAGE

I 'am happy to learn that North Bengal University Employees’ Association is going
to publish the yearly magazine "Sanghati” to commemorate the celebration of the
Golden Jubilee Year of the North Bengal University Employees’ Association.

I hope the publication of this magazine will provide opportunities among the
employees to share their views for development and strengthening the unity and
harmony amongst all.

On this occasion, 1 extend my greetings to all the members of the North Bengal
University Employees’ Association and wish this magazine will be useful to all..

nall —Ghwl
gam 30-9. 20 __’:‘;
Prof. Somnath Ghosh
Vice-Chancellor

Sri Sumon Chatterjee
General Secretary

NBU Employees’ Association
University of North Bengal

P.0. North Rengal University, Raja Rammohunpur, Dt. Darjeeling, West Bengal, India, PIN - 734 013
Phone : (0353) 2776 366(0), (0353) 2776 308(R), Fax: (0353) 2699 001
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Professor Anil Bhuimali

W W wReRR

Vice-Chancellor ESTD. - 2015

Ref. No. . E[H | RRUIYE....

Message

Phone Nos. -

Chamber : (03523) 242570
Residence : (03523) 242577
Mobile - 9474090158
Fax No. : (03523) 242580

e-mail - anilbhuimali@rediffumil.com

Date ..Q?:..’Q.:.gﬂ.’éf..

I am extremely happy to learn that on the occasion of the
celebration of the Golden Jubilee Year of North Bengal University
Employees’ Association, you are going to bring out the special issue
of ‘SANGHATT’, a yearly magazine published by your association. I
believe that this issue will be able to deliver the views expressed by
the writers in their writings. | am eagerly waiting for a copy of it. I

convey my best wishes for its success.

To
Shri Sumon Chatterjee

00 Pk
(gt A, Bt

Raiganj University
Uttar Dinajpur

Secretary, North Bengal University Employees’ Association,

University of North Bengal,
Darjeeling.
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The glowing legacy of the University of North Bengal continues on...
-Dr. Surya Narayan Ray >0
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Is “Love-Marriage” Acceptable in View of Chemistry?
T. R 1Y W
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2KCIO, + MnO, = 2KCl + 30, + MnO,

=46 (Catalyst)
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The glowing legacy of the University of North Bengal continues on...

- Dr. Surya Narayan Ray,
Assistant Professor of Commerce

1. The formation

'During the critical situation, starting of the university teaching is not possible, so I
declare officially the Happy opening of North Bengal University today (1.11.1962) in
your presence and further I declared itis closed sine die...'

- Late Binayendranath Dasgupta,
The first Vice Chancellor,
The University of North Bengal'

The birth of the University of North Bengal was baptism by fire, as the emergence of the University,
commonly referred to by its acronym as NBU, and was steeped with difficulties and challenges of
the Indo-China War and its tragic aftermath. So, much so that The NBU had to be hastily closed sine
die, as due to the Chinese invasion, the University which nestles in the foothills of the majestic
Himalayas had to temporarily give its Rammohunpur campus for the crucial lodging of the Indian
Army, on the urgent request of the then Air Marshal Mr. Chakraborty, a close friend of the first Vice
Chancellor of the NBU. Interestingly, the Late Binayendranath Chakraborty, born at Jalpaiguri but
who had worked at Lucknow University for a few decades, had named the NBU University campus
as Rammohunpur after the great Indian reformer, Raja Rammohun Roy. In a land mark speech in the
hallowed precincts of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly in the month of November of 1961, the
then Chief Minister of West Bengal, the late Doctor Bidhan Chandra Roy had envisioned the
important role of the NBU in the socio-politico-economic development of North Bengal, a land of
pristine beauty. ° Indeed, the development of North Bengal is not only of immense strategic
importance from the national perspective, but the untarnished beauty of North Bengal is reminiscent
of'heaven on earth, so much so, that even Shah Jahan, the architect of the immortal Taj Mahal, would
have been glad to expand his euphemism of Taj Mahal to North Bengal by describing the land of
North Bengal as heaven on earth 'If there is heaven in earth, it is here, it is here, it is here...". Thus, the
NBU came into existence with the enactment of the West Bengal Legislative Act (XX VIII of 1961)
with the assent of the President of India on 15" of December, 1961. The Act became operative from
the 15" of May, 1962.°

'"The entire area of North Bengal comprising the districts of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri,
Coochbehar, Malda and West Dinajpur were vulnerable from the political point of view.
Itwas strongly felt that this area should at once be developed socially, economically and

from educational points of view without any loss of time." (22nd November, 1961, West
Bengal Assembly)
- Late Bidhan Chandra Roy,
The former Chief Minister of West Bengal."
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2. The initial turmoil

The campus of the NBU was infested with jungles, snakes, bushes and animals' in the words of the
first Vice Chancellor of NBU. ° in the aftermath of the Indo-Chinese war and especially after the
passing away of the Doctor Bidhan Chandra Roy, the development of NBU hit some road blocks.
The pace of development was slow. The engineers of Sibpur Engineering College took on the onus
of building the infrastructure of the NBU and by November, there was in place 13 low cost houses
and 20 building apartments. So, the classes of NBU could start by November, 1962 with the advent
of 9 teachers. But, due to the disturbance caused by the turmoil of the Chinese invasion, the boys
hostel of the Siliguri College served as the venue of the classes of the NBU with 45 students
studying in 6 departments, namely English, Economics, Political Science, Physics, Mathematics
and Geography from 5" November, 1961 onwards. The then Principal of Siliguri College, Dr.
Durga Kinkor Chattopadhyay had played a key role in extending a helping hand to the NBU to
conduct its classes in the difficult times. The teachers were given accommodation at the Kulada
Bhavan. As much as 8000 students pursued their undergraduate courses under 16 colleges of the
NBU. Afterwards, 2 more departments, namely Zoology and Botany were added on in the
Darjeeling Government College. The names of the founding teachers and employees of the NBU
are given below in Table 1 and Table 2, respectively.

Table 1
S1.No. | Names of teachers Subjects Date of joining
1 Dr. Satyaprasad Sengupta English 1/11/1962
2 Dr. Sudhanghshu Bhattacharya English 1/11/1962
3 Dr. Santiranjan Dasgupota Mathematics 1/11/1962
4 Dr. Mahadeb Datta Mathematics 1/11/1962
5 Dr. Sujanbandhab Chattopadhyay | Geography 1/11/1962
6 Sri Mrinalkanti Datta Geography 1/11/1962
7 Sri Anindya Paul - 1/11/1962
8 Sri Bimal Kumar Bajpayee Political Science 1/11/1962
9 Sri Tarun Mukhopadhyay - 1/11/1962

Source: Anindya Paul, 2011, Reflections
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Table 2

S1. No. | Names of employees Date of joining
1 Sri Amarnath Mukherjee 16/7/1962
2 Sri Ajit Kumar Ghosh 16/7/1962
3 Sri P. N. BNanerjee 18/7/1962
4 Sri Haripada Dey 20/7/1962
5 Sri Muklul Majumdar 24/7/1962
6 Sri Ranabir Das 2/8//1962
7 Sri Debabrata Basu 13/8//1962
8 Sri Prasanta Sen 18/8//1962
9 Sri Manoj Chakraborty 20/8//1962
10 Sri Amitabha Choudhury 3/9//1962
11 Sri Gobinda Bandhu ASdhikary 12/10//1962
12 Sri Santi Kumar Mandol 15/10//1962
13 Sri Apurba Kumar Chatterjee 18/10//1962
14 Sri Nripendra Kumar Sengupta 22/10//1962
15 Sri Ramapati Ghosh 1/11//1962
16 Srimati Rekha Mishra 1/11//1962
17 Sri Kartik Chandra Ray Sarkar 1/11//1962

On that eventful day of 1" of November, 1962 only 7 out of the above-mentioned 9 teachers were
able to be physically present (SI. No. 1 to 7). The important stakeholders of NBU along with the
teachers are the employees and students. The names of the 17 employees with whose help NBU
began its arduous task of spreading the light of higher education in North Bengal are given in Table
2.

3.The expansion

In 1963, the NBU returned to its present campus after the Chinese aggression had ended. General
Choudhuri of the Indian Army had played an instrumental role in its return to the present campus,
slowly, life returned to normalcy. The Indian administrative department had also played an
importantrole in its returning the NBU to normalcy. Interestingly, it was the noted Professor V. K. R.
V. Rao who gave the first convocation address at NBU. With the passage of time, the baton of Vice
Chancellorship changed hands. In 1966, Professor A. C. Roy was appointed as the new Vice
Chancellor of NBU. New departments like Philosophy, History and Bengali opened at the
University. The new Vice Chancellor took the initiative to start the department of agriculture to
make NBU self sufficient in food. The Medical College was started in 1968 by Professor A. C. Roy
and initially 35 students were admitted. In 1972, the Medical College shifted to its present day
location at Kawakhali in Susrut Nagar.

The period of 1966-1970 coincided with the political and natural disasters and presented a challenge
to the functioning of the MNBU. Due to some of the students indulging in political movements, the
NBU was actually closed for nearly seven months. Also, due to floods and landslides in 1968, the
NBU faced stiff challenges as communication in some areas like Jalpaiguri was restricted. But, the
teachers, employees and the students of the University responded to these challenges with great
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courage. They donated generously to the flood-affected victims. The students of NBU displayed
exemplary character when they resisted the urge to cheat during the examinations and NBU became
the shining example of smooth conduct of examinations to the rest of West Bengal.

In 1970, the baton of Vice-Chancellorship of NBU again changed hands and Professor P. C.
Mukherjee became the new Voce-Chancellor of NBU. Slowly, NBU became a centre of quality
higher education and output in research work increased. NBU has been accredited with a B++ level
by the National Assessment and Accredited Council (NAAC) and NBU is recognised as a Pioneer
Centre of Higher Education in India today with international students and researchers flocking to
the University campus every year in huge droves.

4.The current scenario

NBU offers an array of services, namely Postgraduate and Under Graduate teaching, research,
consultancy, extension, no-formal education, Refresher, Orientation and Workshops to the
teachers, employees and students. NBU has reached out to the wider bases of the society itself, and
day by day, the number of stakeholders of NBU are increasing. It now boasts of 10 post graduate
departments in Science. It has 5 important Centres under the Faculty of Science, besides the Centre
for Development Studies: Research and University Consultancy Cell. Other notable Post Graduate
Diploma under the Faculty of Science are the Post Graduate Diploma in Tea Management and self-
financed courses. NBU has15 departments and 7 centres under the Faculty of Arts and Commerce.
Some notable centres are the Centre for Himalayan Studies, Centre for Women's Studies, Centre for
Studies in Local Languages and Culture, Centre for Ambedkar Studies, Centre for Buddhist
Studies, Centre for Nehru Studies and Centre for Gandhi Studies. NBU has Directorate of Distance
Education in Arts as well as in Science. NBU has a very well equipped Library and Archive. The
Akshay Kumar Maitreya Heritage Museum is internationally acclaimed. The Sports Board, the
Alumni Association, the Academic Staff College and other units are functioning commendably. As
one wanders on the banks of the meandering Balason river that flows within a distance of 2 to 3
kilometres from the University campus, one gets the impression that NBU has slowly grown into a
legend, just like the river itself. Both Balason river and NBU have become intertwined with the
lives of the people of North Bengal and of the society itself. This article is finished with a few lines
ofaself-made poetry.

'Quiet flows the Balason
near the campus of the University
and with the passage of time
as the water of Balason flows on
the glowing legacy of both continues on...'
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DOWN IN THE MEMORY LANE - A LOOK BACK TO THE 49" GLORIFYING
YEARS OF ALL INDIA UNIVERSITY EMPLOYEES CONFEDERATION
MOVEMENT

Fazlur Rahaman
National Executive Member, AIUEC
Vice-President, JCA (WB)

In the year 1967, with the initiation taken by Com S.P. Misra, AIUEC started its journey
from Lucknow. Gradually with the passage of time today after 49 years of its long journey today
AIUEC has reinforced to fortify itself and its base in almost all the Universities of India. Stretching
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari & Gujrat to West Bengal it has its influence & Membership in
almost the entire nation and within all the campus of India. This paper is an attempt to look back
down in the memory lane and light up the glorifying journey and history of AIUEC in its ever
ending and uncompromising dedication and devotion for the welfare of the University employees
and uplifement of higher and quality education in India.

The AIUEC is the biggest trade union in the field of higher Education in India. It has
occupied a special place not only in the field of higher education but also in all the strata's of the
field of education, because of its centrifugal force of always trying to include all of them in our
activities to safeguard the education sector from impact of various internal and external factors
like Globalization, Liberalization & Privatization.

Com. George Fernandes was the Founder President of the All India University Employees
Confederation. He remained as President till 1995 and after that Com. Bhabani Shankar Hota took
over as the president of the Confederation. The first Secretary General was Com. S.P. Misra of
Lucknow University who continued till 1973. Com. Anil Roy Choudhury of Gauhati University,
Assam continued as Secretary General from 1973 to 1977, Com. Bhabani Shankar Hota of
Sambalpur University continued as Secretary General from 1977 to 1995 and Com. Sunil
Dasgupta of Calcutta University continued as Secretary General since 1995. Com. M.B. Sajjan
has been elected as Secretary General of ATUEC at 9" National Conference at Vijaywada, Andhra
Pradesh in the month of May 2005 and continuing till date.

After amendment of the Constitution and cratin of a post of the Working President in
Allahabad Conference in 1977, Com. Anil Roy Choudhury was elected as the first Working
President. He continued till 1995 and Com. Nirmal Kumar Mishra was elected as the Working
President in 1995 whereas Com. Suresh Chandra Mishra was elected as the Working President at
the Lucknow Conference in 2007 and continuing till date.

The first joint secretary was Com. Biraja Shankar Hota followed by Com. Shrabani
Sengupta of Jadavpur University who is continuing till now.
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During the last 49 years the AIUEC conference were held at the following cities :

1967 Lucknow 1971 Bombay 1975  Guwahati 1979 Calcutta

1983 Sambalpur 1987 Allahabad 1991 Rewa 1995 Calcutta

1999 Guntur 2003 Vijayawada 2007 Lucknow 2011 Udaipur

The present AIUEC conference will be held on 2015 at Kakatia University, Warangal (Telangana).
The National Executive Council Meeting of the AIUEC were held at the following cities :

Lucknow University, University of Bombay, Sambalpur University, Andhra University,
Visakhapatnam, Calcutta University, Nagarjuna University, Guntur, A.P., Gulbarga University,
Karnataka University, A.P.S. University Rewa, M.P., Rajasthan University, Jaipur, Gauhati
University, Mysore University, Delhi University, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Meerut University,
Raipur University, Raipur, Jabalpur Agriculture University, Andhra University, Allahabad
University, Kalyani University, University of Burdwan, Kakatiya University, Warangal, North
Mabharashtra University, Jalagam, Guru Ghasidas University at Bilaspur, Kannanur University,
Kerala, M.S. University at Udaipur, Sambalpur University, Bangalore University, Aligarh Muslim
University.

Highlights of some important activities of AIUEC :

AIUEC has launched various struggles for attaining certain vital demand of the employees
of Universities such as UGC pay-scale, representation in Senate/Court and Syndicate/Executive
Council, against contractual/daily wages/temporary/contract type of recruitment, for right to strike
against FDI & commoditization of higher education etc. Along with these demands, AIUEC has
also the glorious history of fighting for the cause of suffering people of India in general and working
class in particular. During 1980's AIUEC fought against the Draconian ESMA bill brought out by
the then Govt. at the centre. ATUEC also fought against the “Dictatorial Emergency” imposed on the
people of this country in June, 1975. During the 1970's AIUEC also fought against oppression on
University employees like protesting against the death of employees in police firing in Kurukshetra
University. AIUEC strongly fought against brutal police lathi charge on Honda workers at Gurgaon
(Haryana).

The Confederation organized a “Mass Dharna” in 1980 at the boat club in front of the
Parliament to draw the attention of the Union Government on the 22 points charter of demands
adopted in the National Council meeting held at Gauhati University. The Confederation
participated in large number in the rally against the anti-working class Industrial Relations Bill in
1978 and 1981.

The Confederation organized a National Convention on “Hospitals and Other Institutions
Bill” at New Delhi in 1982 with the participation of employees' leaders from Hospitals, Khadi
Commission and Universities and also teachers from various Universities. This Bill sought to take
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away the right of the employees of these organizations and provided for separate mechanism for
settlement of grievances outside the purview of the Industrial Disputes Act.

The Confederation organized a massive demonstration of the University employees at New
Delhi in front of the University a massive demonstration of the University employees at New Delhi
in front of the University Grants Commission office in 1981 and the Chairman of the UGC was
compelled to invite a delegation of the Confederation to discuss basic problems of the University
employees of the country.

On several occasions, All India Demand Day, One Day Token strike, Unit level
demonstrations were successfully organized. Several State Federations went on long strike
supported by the Confederation.

Three significant developments took place in between which need to be mentioned. Two
historic rallies of University employees were organized to “March to Parliament” from the Gandhi
Maidan in 2007 and 2010 and a national seminar was organized at Nehru centre of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University at 35, Firozshah Road, New Delhi. The Rally was addressed by leaders of various
political parties in the Parliament and the Seminar was addressed by eminent thinkers, intellectuals,
political leaders and more so by the then Chairman of the University Grants Commission.

On 25" - 26" October, 2013 the National Executive Committee Meeting was held at Tripura
University, Agartala. The following three important programme were adopted and AIUEC
successfully organized all programmes i.e. “Swabhiman Yatra - 2, Delhi Chalo on 05.03.201.
Rallies in all the capital cities of different states of the country on 15.02.2014, were the Non-
Teaching employees of all the Universities in that state assemble in their state capital, demanding
UGC Pay-Scales, representation in Senate-Syndicate, Executive Committee, Boards of regents,
courts and etc. Contract/Temporary/Casual/Daily Wages type of recruitments. A memorandum also
submitted to the HRD Minister, New Delhi, through respective state Chief Minisers/State Higher
education Minister.

The AIUEC expressing solidarity with the victims of devastating Phalin of Odisha-
Uttarakhand, where our delegation went to relief camps and distributed relief materials.

On 19-20 September, 2005 National Executive Meeting held at Gauhati University. The
most important decision was to bring out confederations quarterly journal “Call for Struggle”
immediately. The following publication cell was constituted as per the constitution of the
confederation. Sri Ch. Hari Babu, NEC Members, Acharya Nagarjuna University, Guntur as elected
convenor and executive editor. The following are the members : Sri Siddeswara Goshal (East Zone
Secretary, Calcutta University Member), Sri Rajesh Sony (Central Zone Secretary, Member), Sri
Shammi Aktar (Aligarh Muslim University, U.P.). Ex-officio Members are Sri B.S. Hota (President,

AIUEC), Sri M.B. Sajjan, (Secretary General, AIUEC). Ch. Hari Babu, convener and executive
R



editor was authorized to appoint associate editors and other editorial board members of his choice to

carry out the day to day activities of the journal. After Lucknow conference the journal name was

changed as “Voice of University Employees”. Now the magazine was continuously publishing from

August, 2006 onwards.

The Confederation was concentrating from the very beginning to achieve the following

demands:
1.
2.

o 2 =Nk

Trade union rights to the University employees under the labour legislation of the country.
Democratization of University Administration so as to give representation to University
employees.

Uniform pay-scale and service conditions with uniform retirement benefits such as
contributory provident fund, pension and gratuity.

Housing to the University employees.

Dearness allowance with full neutralization of rising cost of living.

Over time allowance for working beyond the working hours.

Give jobs or unemployment allowances to the jobless.

End all victimizations for trade activities.

Leave travel concession, medical allowance and or treatment, housing allowance and

conveyance allowance.

Some Major Demands of All India University Employees Confederation

1.

“UGC pay review committee” which is already constituted in consequence of 6" Pay
Commission, should also recommend pay scales and service conditions of Universities
Non-Teaching Employees as is done in case of teachers and officers.
Retain the autonomy of Universities and democratize University Acts ensuring adequate
representation from all sections of the society including the non-teaching employees in the
decision making bodies of the Universities.
Change the anti people policies of the Central Government.
Recruitment of permanent staff to stop random contractual/agency system of appointments
and Regularised by adjusting Daily Wagers, Contract Workers, NMR's working in the
Universities for the last 5 years.
More funds from Central Government State Government and UGC to the Universities and to
increase budget allocation for education sector.
To enact Central legislation to control self financing colleges and ensuring social justice to
socially and economically backward students.
Stop undesirable and unjustified activities of NAAC.
To stop conferring deemed university status to unqualified intuitions.'
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9. Resisttheall-out self financing policy in academic institution.
10. Central legislation for safeguarding the right to strike.
11. Stop victimization of trade union leaders and workers.

12. Stop anti-employees new pension scheme.

A e - \
AIUEC Working President Com. Suresh Chandra Misra Employees of different Universities in India attend
delivered his lecture, Com. MB Sajjan, Secretary General in the “Swabhiman Yatra - 2”, Delhi Chalo

&

on 05.03.2014 at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi
other members of AIUEC including Com. Sitaram Yechuri,

Hon'ble Member of Rajya Sabha on dais in the
“Swabhiman Yatra - 2, Delhi Chalo on 05.03.2014
at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi

NBU Employees participated “Swabhiman Yatra - 2”, Delhi Chalo on 05.03.2014
at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi
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